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PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE: STOPPING THE NEXT

OUTBREAK BEFORE IT BECOMES A PANDEMIC



| BACKGROUND

Despite years of planning and investment since the 2005 International Health Regulations were published by WHO, the
COVID-19 pandemic exposed how remarkably unprepared the world was to control the spread and recover from the effects
of SARS-CoV-2.  Among several analyses of what went wrong with the response, in May 2021, The Independent Panel for
Pandemic Preparedness & Response issued a comprehensive main report of its findings and recommendations for action to
curb the COVID-19 pandemic and to ensure that any future infectious disease outbreak does not become another
catastrophic pandemic.

This PMAC-2022 parallel session will address some elements central to stopping the next outbreak before it becomes a
pandemic.  Panelists will be asked to identify enabling factors and likely barriers; and to address specific action steps to
achieve the goal of preventing another pandemic.

Key themes are:

1. Investing in preparedness and coordination now to prevent or mitigate the next crisis

2. The future of broadly-acting antiviral agents and universal vaccines for coronaviruses, influenza and other high-
consequence infectious agents

3. Building global manufacturing capacity for rapid antiviral and vaccine production, including mRNA-based vaccines,
towards full global access

4. Establishing a pre-negotiated global platform for access to vaccines, tools and supplies

 

| OBJECTIVES

To identify enabling factors and likely barriers; and to illuminate specific action steps to achieve the goal of preventing
another pandemic. 
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Dr Monika Puri is a medical doctor and a trained public health specialist from India with extensive experience in developing
and implementing healthcare programs. After working for public sector, civil society, and intergovernmental organizations,
she now is a Global Policy Lead, Global Access at Roche. In this role, she is responsible for advancing the company’s role in
the global health community as a credible and influential partner in efforts to improve access and build stronger health
systems.

In her long career in global health, Dr Puri has worked in the fields of deep patient management, essential drugs &
medicines, health systems strengthening, epidemiology, reproductive and child health, non-communicable diseases,
immunization, and malnutrition. Her path has allowed her to gain extensive technical knowledge of key public policy trends
and practices in population health service delivery, making her a competent strategic negotiator with the ability to achieve
time-bound results. She specializes in synergizing the role of the corporate sector in delivery of public health interventions,
drawing on her experience in developing and implementing public health programs in India, policy shaping for Southeast-
Asia and building credible relationships with Global Health Institutes.

Dr Puri first joined Roche India in 2017 as lead for Policy and Government Affairs, developing extensive linkages within the
higher echelons of power at the Ministries of Health & Family Welfare, Chemicals, Commerce, Finance and NITI Aayog (Policy
think tank of India). She then moved to Roche’s headquarters, joining the company as Health Systems Strategy Leader in
the Global Access team, moving then on to become Head of Institutional Relations and now Global Policy Lead.

Prior to joining Roche, while at the WHO South-East Asia Regional Office, she worked as a public health professional, playing
an instrumental role in assisting the region’s Member Countries to develop and implement their National Medicines Policy,
strategies and plans on essential drugs and other medicines. This experience has deepened her understanding of the
importance of health systems development for ensuring Universal Health Coverage.

Dr Puri’s understanding of the health care needs of the people came from the honorary work she began doing in 2009, when
she started managing the operations of a healthcare based not-for-profit organization in India. Her initiative of “Hospital on
wheels” delivering health at the doorsteps of the brick kiln workers and poor dwellings is commendable. She currently
serves as the organization’s honorary Chief Operating Officer.

For her remarkable academic and professional excellence, Dr Puri became a member of the National Academy of Medical
Sciences, India, the Swiss-Indian Chamber of Commerce, the Indian Association of Preventive & Social Medicine, and of the
Indian Public Health Association. She was also awarded the Chevening Scholarship by the British High Commission, India, to
attend the Leadership & Excellence program at King’s College London, UK. In 2020, she was named Global Ambassador for
the G20 Health and Development Partnership, and she currently is a member of the B20 task forces on Trade and
Investment & Women in Business Action Council, G20 Indonesia.


